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Course Description 
 

Throughout the US History curriculum students will be able to construct compelling questions and 

determine the proper sources that can help answer those questions.  They will apply a variety of historical 

thinking skills that include analysis of historical events for change, diversity, continuity, and context.  

They will identify various perspectives in history and interpret historical sources to be used as evidence in 

their arguments.  Finally they will be able to draw their own conclusions from a solid base of historical 

inquiry and research. 

 

Course Resources 
➢ TCI History Alive! Pursuing American Ideals 

➢ University of Virginia Center for Politics: Youth Leadership Initiative: www.youthleadership.net 

➢ New York Times Upfront: http://upfront.scholastic.com/ 

➢ Gilder Lehrman Institute for American History https://www.gilderlehrman.org/  

➢ Teaching Tolerance 

www.tolerance.org  

➢ Amistad Curriculum  

https://www.www.njamistadcurriculum.net 

 

 

Pacing Guide 

 

Unit Titles  Time Frame  

Unit One: Colonization, Revolution & The 

Constitution (1492-1800) 

10 Weeks  

Unit Two:  New Nation: Expansion & 

Reform  

  

 

8 Weeks  

Unit Three:  The Civil War & 

Reconstruction (1850-1877) 

8 Weeks  

Unit Four:  The Development of Industrial 

United States and the Emergence of Modern 

America 

6 Weeks  

Unit Five:  WWI & the Roaring Twenties 4 Weeks  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youthleadership.net/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/
http://www.tolerance.org/


Unit 1 – Colonization, Revolution, & The Constitution  

10 Weeks  

 

Unit Overview  

In this unit, Students will analyze early maps of the colonial America to explain why they change over 

time.  Students will examine passenger lists to determine what they can tell us about who settled in the 

New World and where they settled.   Students will explore primary source documents to determine the 

motivations of early settlers (puritans).  Students will identify & debate the America’s Founding ideals 

(Equality, Rights, Liberty, Opportunity & Democracy).  Students will examine primary source documents 

to determine what caused the Great Awakening and why its leaders were so popular. 

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     
 

Essential Questions 

 

➢ How are Americans defined?  

➢ How are America’s founding Ideals determined? 

➢ How well has America lived up to those ideals? 

Essential Learning Outcomes 

 

➢ *Students will analyze early maps of the colonial America to explain why they change over time. 

➢ Students will examine passenger lists to determine what they can tell us about who settled in the 

New World and where they settled.  

➢ *Students will analyze the plight of African-Americans to the Americas.  

➢ Students will explore primary source documents to determine the motivations of early settlers 

(puritans) 

➢ *Students will identify & debate the America’s Founding ideals (Equality, Rights, Liberty, 

Opportunity & Democracy)  

➢ Students will examine primary source documents to determine what caused the Great Awakening 

and why its leaders were so popular. 

Technology Infusion 

 
➢ 8.1.12.C.1  Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration with 

peers and experts, and present ideas for feedback through social media or in an online community. 

➢ 8.1.12.D.3 Compare and contrast policies on filtering and censorship both locally and globally. 

 

Standards Addressed 

➢ 6.1.12.A.1.a Explain how British North American colonies adopted the British governance 

structure to fit their ideas of individual rights, economic growth, and participatory government.  

➢ 6.1.12.A.1.b Analyze how gender, property ownership, religion, and legal status affected political 

rights. 

➢ 6.1.12.D.1.a Assess the impact of the interactions and conflicts between native groups and North 

American settlers. 

➢ 6.1.12.A.2.b Compare and contrast state constitutions, including New Jersey’s 1776 constitution, 

with the United States Constitution, and determine their impact on the development of American 

constitutional government. 6.1.12.A.2.c Compare and contrast the arguments of Federalists and 

Anti-Federalists during the ratification debates, and assess their continuing relevance. 



➢ 6.1.12.D.2.a Analyze contributions and perspectives of African Americans, Native Americans, 

and women during the American Revolution.  
➢ 6.1.12.D.2.b Explain why American ideals put forth in the Constitution (i.e., due process, rule of 

law, and individual rights) have been denied to different groups of people throughout time. 
➢ 6.1.12.D.2.c Relate events in Europe to the development of American trade and American foreign 

and domestic policy. 

Differentiation 

➢ Encourage students to make transformations- use a common task or item in a different way 
➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge  
➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 
➢ Modeling or independent student led research   
➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach a 

problem or assignment. 
➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare the two. 
➢ Extended time for revisions or  opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 
➢ Use of visual aids or student led development of visual aids  

 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary quiz 

➢ Concept quiz 

➢ Short Answer Questions 

➢ Free response essay 

➢ Research Task analysis 

➢ Document Based Questions (essay) 

➢ Multiple Choice Questions 

➢ Multiple Choice Questions (Document Based) 

➢ Individual Research task 

21st Century Learning Connection 
➢ 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.2 Analyze the common traits of effective state, national, or international leaders. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

 

Unit 2 New Nation: Expansion & Reform  

Eight Weeks  

 

Overview  

In this unit, students will explore the usage evidence to identify and support the positions.  Students will 

determine the complexity of early foreign relations by discussing Washington’s Farewell address and how 

it was applied in the decades that followed. Students will be able to discuss the war of 1812 by sources 

from a variety of perspectives including the American, British and Canadian perspective. Students will be 

able Analyze artistic renditions of maps from the early 1800s and draw conclusions about the ideas 

Manifest destiny. Students will be able to analyze Primary source documents to determine why people 

might support and oppose the Louisiana Purchase.  



All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.    
 

Essential Questions 
➢ How did expansion increase America’s problems? 

➢ How did America’s ideals impact its growth? 

➢ How different is America today as compared to its growth in the early years? 

 

Essential Learning Outcomes 

➢ Students will explore the usage evidence to identify and support the positions 

➢ Students will determine the complexity of early foreign relations by discussing Washington’s 

Farewell address and how it was applied in the decades that followed.  

➢ *Students will be able to discuss the War of 1812 by sources from a variety of perspectives 

including the American, British and Canadian perspective.  

➢ Students will be able Analyze artistic renditions of maps from the early 1800s and draw 

conclusions about the ideas Manifest destiny.  

➢ *Students will explore the roles of African-Americans, Native Americans, and women during this 

era.  

➢ *Students will be able to analyze Primary source documents to determine why people might 

support and oppose the Louisiana Purchase.  

Technology Infusion 
➢ 8.2.12.C.2 Analyze a product and how it has changed or might change over time to meet human 

needs and wants. 

➢ 8.2.12.D.4 Assess the impacts of emerging technologies on developing countries 

Standards Addressed 

➢ 6.1.12.A.3.a Assess the influence of Manifest Destiny on foreign policy during different time 

periods in American history. 

➢ 6.1.12.A.3.b Determine the extent to which America’s foreign policy (i.e., Tripoli pirates, the 

Louisiana Purchase, the War of 1812, the Monroe Doctrine, the War with Mexico, and Native 

American removal) was influenced by perceived national interest.  

➢ 6.1.12.A.3.c Assess the role of geopolitics in the development of American foreign relations 

during this period.  

➢ 6.1.12.A.3.d Describe how the Supreme Court increased the power of the national government 

and promoted national economic growth during this era. 6.1.12.A.3.e Judge the fairness of 

government treaties, policies, and actions that resulted in Native American migration and removal.  

➢ 6.1.12.A.3.f Compare and contrast the successes and failures of political (i.e., the 1844 State 

Constitution) and social (i.e., abolition, women’s rights, and temperance) reform movements in 

New Jersey and the nation during the Antebellum period.. 

 

Differentiation 
➢ Encourage students to make transformations- use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   

➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach 

a problem or assignment. 



➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare the two. 

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Use of visual aids or student led development of visual aids 

 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary quiz, AP Short Answer Questions 

➢ AP Free response essay 

➢ AP Document Based Questions (essay) 

➢ Multiple Choice Questions (Document Based) 

➢ Beyond the Bubble http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/  

 

21st Century Learning Connection 
➢ 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.2 Analyze the common traits of effective state, national, or international leaders. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

 

Unit 3 – The Civil War & Reconstruction (1850-1877) 

Eight Weeks  

 

Overview  

Students will explore the American desire to move west and understand the motivations that helped 

America grow also threatened to tear it apart in a bloody Civil War. 

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     
 

Essential Questions 

➢ How would it be determined that America should go to war? 

➢ How are Americans considered equal? 

➢ How was power determined during this time frame? 

Essential Learning Outcomes 

➢ Students will explore the American desire to move west and understand the motivations that 

helped America grow also threatened to tear it apart in a bloody Civil War. 

➢ *Students will evaluate the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments in obtaining 

citizenship and equality for African Americans. 

➢ *Students will assess the role that economics played in enabling the North and South to wage war. 

 

Technology Infusion 

 
➢ 8.1.12.D.3 Compare and contrast policies on filtering and censorship both locally and globally. 

➢ 8.1.12.E.1 Produce a position statement about a real world problem by developing a systematic 

plan of investigation with peers and experts synthesizing information from multiple sources. 

 

 

http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/


Standards Addressed 

➢ 6.1.12.A.4.b Analyze how ideas found in key documents (i.e., the Declaration of Independence, 

the Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions, the Emancipation Proclamation, and 

the Gettysburg Address) contributed to demanding equality for all.  

➢ 6.1.12.A.4.c Judge the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments in obtaining 

citizenship and equality for African Americans.  

➢ 6.1.12.C.4.a Assess the role that economics played in enabling the North and South to wage war. 

6.1.12.C.4.b Compare and contrast the immediate and long-term effects of the Civil War on the 

22 economies of the North and South.  

➢ 6.1.12.C.4.c Explain why the Civil War was more costly to America than previous conflicts were 

➢ 6.1.12.D.4.d Relate conflicting political, economic, social, and sectional perspectives on 

Reconstruction to the resistance of some Southern individuals and states.  
➢ 6.1.12.D.4.e Analyze the impact of the Civil War and the 14th Amendment on the development 

of the country and on the relationship between the national and state governments  

Differentiation 
➢ Encourage students to make transformations- use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   

➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach 

a problem or assignment. 

➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare the two. 

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Use of visual aids or student led development of visual aids 

 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary quiz, AP Short Answer Questions 

➢ AP Free response essay 

➢ AP Document Based Questions (essay) 

➢ Multiple Choice Questions (Document Based) 

➢ Beyond the Bubble http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/  

 

21st Century Learning Connection 
➢ 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.2 Analyze the common traits of effective state, national, or international leaders. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/


Unit 4 – The Development of Industrial United States and the Emergence of Modern 

America  

Six Weeks  

 

Overview  

Students will understand the role industrialization plays in the development of American Identity. 

Americans are affected economically, culturally and demographically. 

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     
 

Essential Questions 
➢ How was society shaped? 

➢ How did economics play a role in the poverty level or affluence level of citizens? 

 

Essential Learning Outcomes 

➢ *Students will understand the role industrialization plays in the development of American 

Identity. Americans are affected economically, culturally and demographically. 

➢ *Students will relate the creation of African American advocacy organizations (i.e., the National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored People) to United States Supreme Court decisions 

(i.e., Plessy v. Ferguson) and state and local governmental policies. 

Technology Infusion 
➢ 8.2.12.B.4 Investigate a technology used in a given period of history, e.g., stone age, industrial 

revolution or information age, and identify their impact and how they may have changed to meet 

human needs and wants. 

➢ 8.2.12.C.2 Analyze a product and how it has changed or might change over time to meet human 

needs and wants. 

Standards Addressed 

➢ 6.1.12.A.5.a Assess the impact of governmental efforts to regulate industrial and financial 

systems in order to provide economic stability.  

➢ 6.1.12.A.5.b Analyze the effectiveness of governmental policies and of actions by groups and 

individuals to address discrimination against new immigrants, Native Americans, and African 

Americans 

➢ 6.1.12.A.6.a Evaluate the effectiveness of Progressive reforms in preventing unfair business 

practices and political corruption and in promoting social justice.  

➢ 6.1.12.A.6.b Evaluate the ways in which women organized to promote government policies (i.e., 

abolition, women’s suffrage, and the temperance movement) designed to address injustice, 

inequality, workplace safety, and immorality.  

➢ 6.1.12.A.6.c Relate the creation of African American advocacy organizations (i.e., the National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored People) to United States Supreme Court decisions 

(i.e., Plessy v. Ferguson) and state and local governmental policies. 

Differentiation 
➢ Encourage students to make transformations- use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   



➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach 

a problem or assignment. 

➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare the two. 

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Use of visual aids or student led development of visual aids 

 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary quiz, AP Short Answer Questions 

➢ AP Free response essay 

➢ AP Document Based Questions (essay) 

➢ Multiple Choice Questions (Document Based) 

➢ Beyond the Bubble http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/  

 

21st Century Learning Connection 
➢ 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.2 Analyze the common traits of effective state, national, or international leaders. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

 

 

Unit 5 – WWI & the Roaring Twenties   

5 Weeks  

Overview  

Students will make sense of the changing social, economic, technological and political landscape of the 

1920s and debate their long lasting effects. 

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     
 

Essential Questions 

➢ How does America balance its role in the world? 

➢ How should America get involved in the social, economic, technological, and political landscape 

of the 1920’s? 

 

Essential Learning Outcomes 

➢ *Students will make sense of the changing social, economic, technological and political 

landscape of the 1920s and debate their long lasting effects. 

➢ *Students will relate social, cultural, and technological changes in the interwar period to the rise 

of a consumer economy and the changing role and status of women.  

 

Technology Infusion 
➢ 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, 

achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. Select and 

use applications effectively and productively.  

http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/


➢ 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

➢ 8.1.12.D.1 Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative Commons 

to an original work. Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning. 

 

Standards Addressed 
➢ 6.1.12.A.7.a Analyze the reasons for the policy of neutrality regarding World War I, and explain 

why the United States eventually entered the war. 

➢ 6.1.12.D.7.a Evaluate the effectiveness of Woodrow Wilson’s leadership during and immediately 

after World War I.  

➢ 6.1.12.A.8.c Relate social intolerance, xenophobia, and fear of anarchists to government policies 

restricting immigration, advocacy, and labor organizations. 

➢ 6.1.12.C.8.a Analyze the push-pull factors that led to the Great Migration.  

➢ 6.1.12.C.8.b Relate social, cultural, and technological changes in the interwar period to the rise of 

a consumer economy and the changing role and status of women.  

➢ 6.1.12.D.8.a Explain why the Great Migration led to heightened racial tensions, restrictive laws, a 

rise in repressive organizations, and an increase in violence. 

 

Differentiation 
➢ Encourage students to make transformations- use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   

➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach 

a problem or assignment. 

➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare the two. 

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Use of visual aids or student led development of visual aids 

 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary quiz, AP Short Answer Questions 

➢ AP Free response essay 

➢ AP Document Based Questions (essay) 

➢ Multiple Choice Questions (Document Based) 

➢ Beyond the Bubble http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/  

 

 

21st Century Learning Connection 
➢ 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.2 Analyze the common traits of effective state, national, or international leaders. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

 

http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/

